

Christow Parish Council
Clerk: Mrs C Retallick, Bagtor Barton, Ilsington, Newton Abbot, TQ13 9RT.
Tel: 01364 661532

Email: clerk@christowparishcouncil.gov.uk
Minutes of the meeting of Christow Parish Council held on Tuesday, 3rd January 2023 at 7.30pm in the Bowden Room, Teign Valley Community Hall, Christow.

Present:

Cllr G Archer 

Cllr AJ Orme
Cllr J Orme
Cllr K Evans

Cllr G Read

Cllr J Newton 


Cllr R Slack
Also, present Carol Retallick (Clerk) and 0 members of the public
Cllr Archer welcomed everyone to the meeting and wished them a Happy New Year . 
	Minutes of Council meeting
	ACTION

	1) Apologies and acceptance for Absence

	Received from Cllr S Purser
	

	2) Declarations of Interest: In accordance with the Code of Conduct. 

	None declared
	

	3) Public Discussion – To allow any questions, reports by members of the public on any matters relating to the agenda of this meeting. 

(The period of time designated for public participation shall not exceed 5 minutes)

	None present 
	

	4) County, District Councillor's, DNPA Ranger/Representative, Forestry Commission officer, Police and  Lengthsman - to receive reports.

	Cllr S Purser – TDC The 2023-24 proposed budget has now been published and out for discussion. There is an online budget survey that you may wish to complete. This closes on the 25 Jan.
There will also be a zoom meeting on 19th Jan 7-8pm to brief towns and parishes. Your clerk should have received zoom details.
There is up to £2000 available per parish for the Tidy Teignbridge campaign with an end of January deadline. Please see website for details.
There is also funding available nationally for home insulation improvements with links from TDC website.
Consideration of the Local Plan was deferred to the 12th of Jan following central government changes which may have potential long-term impacts on house numbers.

Paul Wilson (PCSO 30382) Chudleigh Police Officer - PC David Hawkins is the Neighbourhood Beat Manager, covering Chudleigh, Exminster and the Teign Valley.

In the period, 1st December 2022 to 29th December 2022 (when report was compiled), there was 1 recorded offence in the Christow area, a harassment offence. 

Police responded to 2 other non-offence incidents in this period.

Due to a changeover in operating systems, I am unable to provide a comparison to last year’s figures. I have had contact from the team responsible for the system, and they are looking into the issue.

PC Dave Hawkins continues to be out and about meeting people in the Parish and I know will be attending meetings in 2023.  The first Police surgery has been booked for Tuesday 17th of January. The meeting will be at the Teign Valley Community Hall in Christow, from 10,30 until mid-day. If you have any questions about local Policing, please feel free to attend, no appointment is necessary.

As we head into 2023 the entire Neighbourhood Team want to wish all residents of Christow a very Happy New.

Lengthsman Report - This month saw me carry out a full clean of all the drains and easements as per the contract.  The gullies at the bottom of Commons hill were chocked full of debris, as were the manhole covers, where the hedge had recently been flailed but now it is all clean.  The garden waste at the junction of Church Lane and Village Road had been cleared which meant the nearby drains were no longer blocked.  Those manholes near to the church, along the cobbled drain, were blocked with silt and debris but this was cleared.  All other drains were clear and flowing freely.
I finally managed to get into both the car park and basketball court where I managed to sweep up all                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    the leaves.  Those gathered in the basketball court were spread in the nearby hedge and those from the car park were taken into the village field and spread under a nearby oak tree.  In the car park the soil was cleared back to the edge of the tarmac and painted lines as these had all been lost under leaves and grass.  
The bus shelter was swept and checked for damage with nothing to report.
	

	5)    Minutes – To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 6th December 2022

	These were signed as a true record of that meeting.
	Approved

	6) Business brought forward by the Chairman – For information only
	

	Had reports of a Biffa bin being left on a pavement near the shop.
	

	7) Clerks Report - Update on matters arising from the last meeting for information only

	· All the defibrillator units are back in place and in working order 

· Christow PC applied for the councillors grant from Cllr S Purser and has received £300 towards the new switch unit for the DAA 
· Teign Housing have requested a further days access to Layne Field on the 3rd Jan 2023 when surveyors require access to the field for a topographical survey. 
	

	8)  Farmers Market – Request to use the car park for the market during Jan, Feb and March discussion and decision 

	The request from the farmers market has been circulated via email prior to the meeting.  It was noted that if there is a booking already for the hall this must take priority over the farmer’s market.  Clerk to confirm with hall booking clerk.
	Approved with the proviso that hall booking take priority.

	9)    Communal Log store suggestion – Discussion and decision 

	This request was circulated to the councillors prior to this meeting.  The councillors discussed the pros and cons.  They did not approve this request due to several concerns for safety and security.  The did note that there were other options for people to obtain free wood for burning.  
	Clerk to reply.  CPC suggested contacting Tom Pollard near Teign House

	10)  Toilet Block, Village Road – Report from clerk re emergency repairs.  Discussion over future of the facility

	During the weekend of the 17th-18th December there was a burst pipe in the gents toilet and a cubicle was also blocked.  A plumber was called and cleared the blockage and repaired 5 leaks.  The cleaners were informed that the repairs were done and cleaned the toilet before reopening.  Cllr Archer reported that the plumber has recommended 3 taps should be replaced, also he informed the meeting that there was a blockage in at the toilet several weeks ago which also needed a plumber’s attention.  Cllr Archer Asked the councillors to consider alterations at the block to turn the disabled toilet into a multi-use unisex toilet and use the reminder of the block as a storage unit.  
After much discussion over the current usage and costs it was agreed to leave the building as it is but to look for sponsorship to help towards the increasing costs of this facility.

Cllr Reed agreed to draft a letter for local companies’ bus, water, electric, moorland fuels, Heltor, supermarkets, Kier (water board), show committee, tennis club, other local parish councils.  Create a post for Facebook and Unity to inform the community of the costs and plans to ask for sponsorship. 
	Cllr Reed to draft a letter to send to large companies.  Cllr Newton will create a list of local companies.
Report in Unity and Facebook

	11)  Bike shelter at the Community Hall – Discussion and decision

	The Councillors held a site meeting to consider the best location for some bike racks.  They suggested to the meeting that a 3-4 rack could be fitted near the bus shelter.  No prices have been investigated yet, however the meeting agreed it was a good idea.  
It was proposed to look for grants to purchase a rack from DCC and TDC, also seek donations from local businesses.  
	Agreed to go ahead and get more information. For racks and grants.  

	12)  BMX Track – Discussion and decision for improvement to the track.

	Councillors met the parishioners who have asked for permission to improve the BMX track.  The initial improvements are to cut back vegetation from the start point and along some of the track.  The site committee gave permission for this and invited the parishioner to the next council meeting to present other ideas they have for improvements, which would include the track usable for all bikers regardless of experience.  There are no large structures proposed of major changes. 
	Approved the trimming of hedges and grass.

	13)  Parish Annual Meeting and Parish Award – Discussion and planning

	The meeting made the following suggestions to be included for discussion at the annual Parish Meeting – Toilet block, Affordable housing in the parish, invite Teign Housing and Housing enabling Officer.  Invite organisation to submit their reports before the meeting and advertise for nominations for the Parish Award.  
	

	14)  Elections and succession planning – Discussion 

	Advertise in Unity and Facebook page to encourage parishioners to stand for election 
	Clerk to advertise

	15)  Finance


	Expenditure:
Clerk's salary for
December 

                
=  £   522.09



HMRC






=  £   178.00




SHS Ltd toilets 





=  £   302.40




Green Trees – work in car park tree lifting


=  £   540.00




HP Instant Ink for December 



=  £     14.49



                     Defibrillator Batteries 




=  £   204.00



                     E Fairs


 



=  £   625.05 

                             SW Grounds Maintenance                                                          =  £   166.00

                             Teign Valley Heating & Plumbing                                             =  £   102.00



DD’s:           Pennon water Services




=   £    27.50



 Income:     Councillors Community Fund

=  £  300.00
Bank Reconciliation and Statement: The Chairman has checked invoices and bank statement against the reconciliation 
statement. Reconciliation and bank statement circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.       Cllr Evans proposed payments and confirmed the details on the bank statement and seconded by Cllr J Orme and all in favour.       
	Agreed and authorised 

	16) MEETINGS ATTENDED: to receive reports from councillors who have attended meetings on behave of this council or actions from the previous meetings 

	None attended 
	

	The next Council meeting is Tuesday 7th February 2023, at 7.30pm in the Bowden Room at TVCH.  




There being no other business the meeting closed at 20.35pm 


Signed…………………………………

Date………………………….

Position…………………………….
Apologies from T Archer for Feb meeting
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