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CHRISTOW



C
h

risto
w

 P
arish

• 
C
ivil parish in Teignbridge D

istrict, county of D
evon,  

 
 

approx. 9 m
iles w

est of Exeter
• 

The parish is w
ithin D

artm
oor N

ational Park and under
 

the park authority for planning m
atters.

• 
Population at the 2011 census w

as 820.
• 

Its area is 3283 acres (1329 ha) and includes m
ost of  

 
 

Tottiford, Kennick and a sm
all part of Trenchford reservoirs.  

• 
The Teign river form

s its eastern boundary, from
 the Rookery  

 
B
rook (w

ith B
ridford) to the B

eadon B
rook (H

ennock). 
• 

Its highest point is at K
iln D

ow
n above B

ennah H
ill 

 
(286 m

/998 ft.); its low
est at D

oghole B
ridge, w

here the  
 

 
B
eadon B

rook enters the Teign (32 m
/106 ft.).

P
arish

 C
o

u
n

cil
The representational body for the com

m
unity, w

ith 8 councillors elected 
every 4 years and a part-tim

e em
ployed clerk. Its m

onthly m
eetings 

(except A
ugust) in the C

om
m

unity H
all are open to the public and 

include a period for public discussion of local issues. It responds to other 
authorities and draw

s their attention to any issues affecting the parish, 
and is consulted by the D

artm
oor N

ational Park A
uthority on planning 

applications. It ow
ns and m

anages the cem
etery, the recreation field and 

the allotm
ents. It also m

anages the tw
o children’s play areas on land 

leased from
 the district council. w

w
w

.ch
risto

w
p

arish
co

u
n

cil.g
o

v.u
k

T
e

ig
n

 V
alle

y C
o

m
m

u
n

ity H
all

O
pened in 1998 after a ten year cam

paign of fundraising the TV
C
H

 
replaces the old village hall, but is m

uch m
ore besides. B

eing able to 
accom

m
odate up to 250 people it provides a venue for valley-w

ide 
events. It is suitable for all indoor sports as w

ell as plays, concerts and 
film

s. It is used for public m
eetings, m

arkets, art show
s, w

eddings and 
m

ore. A
 self-contained com

m
ittee room

 can be hired for less 
space-dem

anding m
eetings and activities. There is a w

ell-equipped 
kitchen and also changing facilities w

ith show
ers and toilets.

C
h

risto
w

 C
o

m
m

u
n

ity P
rim

ary S
ch

o
o

l
A
 m

em
ber of the Education S

outh W
est Trust, the school provides a safe 

and caring environm
ent w

here children are encouraged to reach their full 
potential. A

 school w
as built on the current site in 1880 and over the 

years the building and facilities have expanded to include three classes 
and a w

ell-stocked library. D
inners are cooked on the prem

ises and m
ay 

even occasionally include produce from
 the school garden. There is an 

associated pre-school w
ith its ow

n integrated classroom
 and both prim

ary 
and pre-school offer Forest S

chool sessions at a dedicated site w
ithin the 

school grounds. w
w

w
.ch

ristow
p

rim
ary.org

C
h

risto
w

 S
u

rg
e

ry
The surgery is a branch of the C

heriton B
ishop and Teign Valley practice, 

w
hich has five doctors and a full team

 of nurses and health assistants for 
just over 5000 registered patients. O

pened in 1987 w
ith w

ell-equipped 
consulting room

s and a com
fortable reception and w

aiting area, the 
surgery provides the village w

ith daily doctor’s appointm
ents as w

ell as 
the services of the Practice N

ursing Team
. Prescriptions are dispensed 

from
 the Practice D

ispensary at C
heriton B

ishop and there is also a 
collection service at C

hristow
 B

ranch S
urgery. 0

1
6

4
7

 2
4

2
7
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A
co

rn
 C

o
m

m
u

n
ity S

u
p

p
o

rt
A
 charity providing social, practical and em

otional support to elderly, frail 
and disabled patients of the Teign Valley and C

heriton B
ishop G

P practice. 
A
corn’s services, such as a M

em
ory C

afe, w
eekly shopping trips and 

coffee and lunch clubs prom
ote social and em

otional w
ellbeing and enable 

m
any of their clients to rem

ain living in their ow
n hom

es. A
corn em

ploys 
tw

o part-tim
e staff and delivers all services w

ith the generous support of 
volunteers. 0

1
6

4
7

 2
5

2
7

0
1

 | w
w

w
.acorn

com
m

u
n

itysu
p

p
ort.co.u

k

S
t Ja

m
e

s C
h

u
rch

S
t Jam

es is one of the Teign Valley and H
aldon H

ill group of churches, 
and so is part of a w

ider local A
nglican com

m
unity w

hich also includes 
the parishes of A

shton, B
ridford, D

oddiscom
bsleigh, D

unchideock and 
D

unsford. There is a regular pattern of services w
ithin the group, those 

at C
hristow

 being on the third and fourth S
unday of each m

onth. The 
schedule of services is posted on the notice board at the entrance to 
the churchyard and is published in each issue of U

nity (see below
).

U
n

ity
The m

onthly parish m
agazine for C

hristow
, B

ridford and A
shton, ‘U

nity’ 
is the essential publication for finding out w

hat is going on in the village 
and in the Valley m

ore w
idely. A

s w
ell as church new

s and the m
onthly 

schedule of services it carries full details of the upcom
ing activities of 

clubs and organisations and accounts of events in the preceding m
onth, 

including parish council m
eetings. It gives the tim

es of G
P surgeries 

and lists useful phone num
bers for local services. There are several 

pages of lively sm
all ads and display advertisem

ents featuring local 
businesses. O

btainable at C
hristow

 S
tores or delivered by subscription.

C
h

risto
w

 S
h

o
w

H
eld in the R

ecreation Field and C
om

m
unity H

all every third S
aturday in 

A
ugust under the auspices of the C

hristow
 and D

istrict A
gricultural and 

H
orticultural S

ociety, this is the show
 for the w

hole Teign Valley and 
beyond. It features a variety of attractions in the m

ain ring including 
parades of tractors and vintage vehicles, carriage-driving and 
(am

ateur) dog racing, w
hile m

ost horse events take place in the 
adjacent field. In the hall are displayed the several hundred entries to 
produce and craft classes from

 the show
 district and beyond. A

round 
the field are trade stands, catering outlets, children’s entertainm

ents 
and a dog show

. w
w

w
.ch

risto
w

sh
o

w
.o

rg

S
o

m
e

 n
o

te
s o

n
 th

e
 M

a
p

T
h

e villag
e o

f C
h

risto
w

 lies in the north-east corner of its parish. 
H

ere the high ground to the w
est of the Teign stands back from

 the 
river, leaving enough relatively low

-lying and fertile land to support the 
dozen or so farm

s that m
ade up the m

edieval village. 

A
lthough not m

entioned in the D
om

esday B
ook (1086), presum

ably 
because included w

ith another m
anor, the nam

e ‘C
hristow

’ w
ith its 

S
axon elem

ent ‘stow
’ (m

eaning a holy place) im
plies an earlier origin. 

There’s no evidence of a S
axon church, the present structure being  

15
th/16

th century (unaggressively restored and chancel rebuilt in 1862), 
but the N

orm
an font attests to its earlier foundation. 

To the north of C
ourt B

arton evidence of existing hedgebanks, 
reinforced by 19

thC
 m

aps, suggests that C
hristow

 m
ay once have been 

organised around an O
pen Field strip system

 of land tenure. W
hat w

e 
see now

 is a village that has infilled and grow
n out from

 its separate 
late-m

edieval farm
s. They run, tw

o arm
s of a horseshoe, from

 C
ourt 

B
arton to B

arne (U
pper Tow

n) and then from
 C

heaphouse to W
aterw

ell 
(Low

er Tow
n). These, the ones show

n on the southern half of the m
ap 

and the ten or so obviously long-established farm
s elsew

here in the 
parish w

ere likely in existence by 1350. The farm
ing landscape that w

e 
look on has probably not changed radically since, apart from

 lately 
losing its arable, though enclosure of the com

m
ons continued on the 

high ground into the 19
thC

.

Expansion of the village w
as stim

ulated by the com
ing of m

ining in the 
m

id-19
thC

 w
hen m

ore houses w
ere built along V

illage R
d and a few

 in 
B
utts Lane. The school w

as opened in 1880 but it w
as 1919 before W

et 
Lane saw

 its first developm
ent of 8 council-houses.   

A
n

cien
t h

o
u

ses – the houses m
arked show

 evidence of m
edieval or at 

least pre-1650 w
ork, according to the English H

eritage listings. They 
w

ere all to som
e degree farm

houses – labourers’ cottages that date 
before about 1800 seldom

 surviving.

C
hristow

 has an unusual concentration of such houses, only tw
o of the 

original farm
s (C

ourt and B
arne) having m

ore recent dw
ellings. S

everal 
show

 sm
oke-blackened roof-tim

bers, indicating that the house w
as 

originally open to the roof – at least in the hall, the principal room
, 

w
here a fire burnt in the central open hearth on the floor. Flooring to 

m
ake upper room

s w
as dependent on a fireplace w

ith chim
ney, an 

introduction of the m
id to late 1500s. 

H
isto

ric Featu
res –

 so
m

e o
th

er rem
in

d
ers o

f C
h

risto
w

’s p
ast.

S
to

n
e axe fo

u
n

d
 in 1947, last heard of in the keeping of the then 

headm
aster. N

othing to see at the site (and no public access) but an 
indication that w

orked flints (circa 4000 years old) do com
e to light, 

especially in cultivated ground. W
hile you’d be lucky to find an axe, a flint 

scraper is alw
ays a possibility. H

um
ans in C

hristow
 go back a long w

ay.
C

lay p
its – visible from

 B
ridford R

d. The pockets of deep yellow
 clay 

that occur here w
ere dug and carted up C

om
m

ons H
ill for use in the 

reservoir dam
s.

T
h

e M
ill – the first record of a m

ill at this site is 1542.
P

alk A
rm

s now
 H

illcrest, a pub in the late 19th
C serving the m

iners 
returning to the village from

 w
ork in the m

ines to the south, if not 
intercepted at the M

ethodist C
hapel en route. 

S
ite o

f P
o

u
n

d
 – no evidence of its form

, but before w
ire fencing and 

telephones an im
portant village institution w

ith centuries of use up until 
the early 20th

C. For instance in 1500 W
m

. S
tone of B

ridford paid 1 d. 
(penny) and R

oger Thayccher of H
olcom

be B
urnell 3 d. to reclaim

 their 
straying horses.
S

lau
g

h
terh

o
u

se
 – found in any sizable com

m
unity until the m

id-20th
C. 

There w
as also one at W

hites, D
ry Lane (1940s).  

R
o

ad
s - B

u
tts Lan

e
 probably led to the village archery butts. Practice 

w
as required by statute in the later M

iddle A
ges (and the distracting 

gam
e of football prohibited, w

ith doubtful effect) until w
ell after the 

longbow
 becam

e m
ilitarily redundant.

C
h

u
rch

 Lan
e
 – churchless, but perhaps so called because a good 

proportion of parishioners w
ould com

e to church this w
ay.

Th
e

 C
h

risto
w

 C
o

m
m

u
n

ity Lan
d

 T
ru

st
an

d
 S

taffo
rd

 C
lo

se

Th
e C

h
ristow

 C
om

m
u

n
ity Lan

d
 Tru

st (C
C

LT) w
as form

ed
 in

 
Jan

u
ary 2

0
1

2
 after a p

u
b

lic m
eetin

g
 at w

h
ich

 it w
as ag

reed
 to 

b
u

ild
 1

8
 low

-en
erg

y P
assivh

au
ses as afford

ab
le h

om
es on

 lan
d

 to 
b

e p
rovid

ed
 for a n

om
in

al su
m

 b
y Teig

n
b

rid
g

e D
istrict C

ou
n

cil. 

A local survey had show
n the need for such low

-cost housing, to be m
ade 

preferentially available to those w
ith local ties and w

ho are otherw
ise 

excluded by the property m
arket. The Trust’s initial purpose w

ould be to 
take ow

nership of the land, to raise the necessary funds through grant aid 
and to lead the developm

ent. This w
as a m

assive undertaking, brought to 
a successful conclusion w

hen tenants m
oved into the com

pleted hom
es in 

August 2016. Follow
ing a village ballot the developm

ent w
as nam

ed 
Stafford C

lose after local builder Stafford C
lark (1923-2017), a lifelong 

resident of C
hristow

 and author of several books of local history.  

O
nce the developm

ent w
as com

pleted the ow
nership and m

anagem
ent of 

the houses w
as passed to Teign H

ousing, a housing association. In return 
the Trust receives an annual ground rent of about £3,000 a year and it is 
now

 its job to ensure that this m
oney is used for the benefit of the village 

by supporting com
m

unity groups, activities and projects.

The Stafford C
lose developm

ent has been hailed as a m
odel for providing 

rural housing across the country, and has w
on num

erous aw
ards. A key to 

its success w
as consultation and regular com

m
unication w

ith C
hristow

 
residents. The C

C
LT w

ishes to build on this to ensure that its future w
ork 

is aligned w
ith the com

m
unity’s w

ishes. Life m
em

bership of the Trust is 
open to anyone w

ho agrees w
ith its aim

s and lives locally, for a one-off 
paym

ent of £1. There is a quarterly new
sletter (em

ailed) and m
em

bers 
can have a say in the running of the Trust and its projects at the Annual 
G

eneral M
eeting. All m

em
bers are eligible to stand for election to the 

board, a director’s term
 being 3 years.

Contact details - see CCLT page at w
w

w
.christow

parishcouncil.gov.uk
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